
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CABINET MEMBER FOR REGENERATION, BUSINESS AND SKILLS TO 
THE 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 18th JULY 2018

Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the council the latest developments on 
various matters relating to the Regeneration (including Strategic Projects), Business and Skills 
Portfolio.

ROCHDALE TOWN CENTRE

Rochdale Riverside (Genr8)
The construction of our Rochdale Riverside retail & leisure scheme continues to make good 
progress.  The contractors Willmott Dixon have been busy on site carrying out piling and 
remediation works, and constructing the new access road.  We continue to work closely with 
Willmott Dixon to maximise the opportunities for local jobs and businesses.  Two former 
members of the Armed Forces, who are Rochdale residents, recently secured jobs on the site 
and a Rochdale company won a major contact to undertake the groundwork.   We recognise 
that the construction work will result in disruption to the roads and footpaths in the area and will 
continue to work closely with the contractor to ensure this is kept to a minimum.  The 
development is expected to be open in summer 2020.

Rochdale Town Hall & Town Hall Square 
I am delighted to confirm that our plans to transform the Town Hall have been given a major 
boost after the Heritage Lottery Fund approved the 1st stage of an £8.9m bid.  This award 
means we can now progress plans to restore and redevelop the Grade 1 listed building, which is 
one of the country's greatest heritage assets. Our plans to improve the Town Hall Square, 
including public realm improvements and the lighting of key heritage buildings are also being 
progressed.   Specialist landscape architects will be appointed later in 2018 to create some 
designs which will be put out to public consultation before work begins on site.
 
Drake Street & Heritage Action Zone
The Cooperative Connections Heritage Action Zone was launched by the Council, Historic 
England and other partners in May 2018. The first such partnership in Greater Manchester, the 
Heritage Action Zone brings investment and expertise from Historic England, which will help us 
stimulate the local economy by bringing historic buildings back in to use, improve our historic 
environment and increase interest in our heritage assets. Working with our partners at the 
Cooperative College, we have purchased the former Butterworths Jewellers, which will become 
a Cooperative Enterprise Hub, where the Cooperative College will work with young people to 
develop new businesses based on cooperative principles. The Heritage Action Zone is part of 
our commitment to strengthen the local Drake Street economy by supporting diversification of 
use, including assisting in the delivery of new residential and leisure uses.

Market 
The interim market on Baillie Street, Yorkshire Street and Lord Square continues to operate 
three days a week. We continue to make progress on the permanent market, next to the re-
opened River Roch. The fit out of the Santander building to create a small food hall is 
progressing and work is underway to create the new loading facilities.  The new market is 
expected to be operational in August 2018.   

Fire Service Museum 
We are working closely with the Greater Manchester Fire Service Museum Trust to bring 



forward exciting proposals to transform the ground floor of the former fire station building and 
create a dedicated exhibition space for the museum’s many exhibits. A second stage Heritage 
Lottery Fund bid for £1.7m was successfully announced in June, which will also create a new 
café and education centre to support more school visits and paid posts will be created to help 
manage the museum, which is currently staffed by volunteers.  We have also started to review 
options for the use of the first floor.  

Town Centre Business Rates & Independent Retail Business Support Scheme
Our innovative Business Rates discount scheme and property renovation grants for independent 
businesses have made a huge impact to our town centres.   A number of new businesses have 
been awarded business rates and property renovation grants, and are now established across 
all three town centres, with 6 applications currently being assessed or awaiting further 
information from the applicant.

MIDDLETON TOWN CENTRE

Middleton Townscape Heritage Initiative & Long Street Property Improvements
The £600,000 restoration of Long Street Methodist Schools will be complete in August 2018, 
providing new leisure and employment opportunities for Middleton and completing the 
Townscape Heritage Initiative programme, which has seen more than £3,000,000 invested in 
Middleton’s heritage by Council, Heritage Lottery Fund and property owners. A commercial 
property improvement scheme will be implemented in September, a partnership between 
property owners and the Council to improve the aesthetic appeal of the area, support existing 
businesses and encourage business growth.

GM CYCLING & WALKING FUND
Following the recent announcement of the GM Mayor’s Cycling and Walking Fund, we are 
working on projects across the Borough which can be put forward for this three year investment 
programme.  We are also looking at schemes which could be implemented quickly should there 
be an early opportunity to access this funding.  

BUSINESS PARKS 

Kingsway Business Park
Activity continues apace at Kingsway Business Park. Two industrial properties totalling 90,000 
sq ft were let to inward investors in April; a German-owned kitchen supplier and a French 
technology company. Both companies will create jobs over the next twelve months and they 
have been introduced to Employment Links Partnership.

Construction work has started on a scheme of 11 small light industrial units on Plot D ranging in 
size from 3,000 sq ft to 15,500 sq ft. These units will be ready for occupation in Spring 2019 and 
marketing activity has commenced to secure tenants for the scheme that will be owned by the 
council. 

A planning application for two buildings totalling 95,000 sq ft on Plot N has been submitted to 
the local planning authority. The proposed development will provide a new distribution hub for 
an expanding local company and an additional unit for a prospective tenant. The application is 
currently under consideration.    

Senior representatives from the procurement team at Heathrow Airport visited Kingsway in May. 
The business park has been included on a long list of sites in the UK that are being considered 
as a location for a Logistics Hub to be used to support the development of the third runway at 
Heathrow. Kingsway is one of eight locations under consideration for the project in the North 
West.



Stakehill Industrial Estate
There has been some positive property news at Stakehill Industrial Estate over recent weeks. 
The largest vacant unit, the 300,000 sq ft former Tesco unit, has now been fully refurbished and 
is being actively marketed for future occupiers. A further 220,000 sq ft of space has been let to 
manufacturing and distribution companies including Carter Brothers, British Vita and Tool 
Station’s completion of fit-out. Development work continues on the proposed CCTV system, 
which is intended to be implemented later this year. 

OTHER REGENERATION ACTIVITY 

M62 J19/South Heywood Area Wide Improvement Programme
Members will recall that at their March meeting, the Planning and Licensing Committee were 
minded to grant planning permission for the South Heywood development subject to the 
Secretary of State not wishing to intervene. The Secretary of State has now confirmed that he 
does not wish to call-in this application. Subject to the conclusion of the section 106 Planning 
agreement, a decision notice will be issued in due course. Rochdale Council continue to work up 
the detailed design aspects for the construction of the road.   

Business

The RDA and Council have recently hosted a joint meeting with 4 of the major banks to discuss 
the start-up and growth advice available across the borough. This included a tour of the 
Council’s managed workspace at Globe House which is offering new hot desking facilities
Rochdale Development Agency continues to provide comprehensive business support through a 
single point of contact for both local companies and inward investors alongside the Business 
Growth Hub. The level of property enquiries in the first quarter is encouraging and the Business 
Team continues to work with a range of businesses that are looking to relocate and/or expand. 

The 2018 Business Awards were launched last month and have already attracted some new 
sponsors. The website is now open for entries with the Awards ceremony taking place in 
November at the Town Hall.

Work is progressing well on the development of the Business Improvement District for Rochdale 
Town Centre, the boundary for BID area agreed, budget planning workshops took place in June 
and the  notification of intent to hold ballot has been submitted to Secretary of State.  The ballot 
target date is 1st November 18.

The Council has approved 3 new empty shop grant approvals in May  - The Medicine Tap, 
Simpsons Furniture (Heywood)  and a new café next to the Regal Moon creating 25 jobs in 
total.   

A local innovative food business has been supported to expand, creating 20 new jobs over the 
next two years. A local textile business have been assisted in taking an additional unit of 24,000 
sq ft that they will use to increase production and take on a further 12 employees.

Skills

Wilmott Dixon, the construction contractor for Rochdale Riverside are implementing the jobs and 
skills plan approved by the Council. New recruits include two  local ex-service personnel  and an 
apprentice. Wilmott Dixon  also aim to encourage and support young people to consider the 
construction sector as a career choice and have worked with Marland Hill Primary School pupils, 
teaching them to build electrical circuits. Other activity by Wilmott Dixon include a town centre 
newsletter about the Rochdale Riverside development, an activity day aimed at children in the 



Wheatsheaf Centre over half term, and used local company GM Construction Training Ltd to 
train their staff in new skills needed on the town centre site.
Thirty unemployed borough residents interested in jobs in the health and social care sector have 
received qualifications, a work placement, and a guaranteed interview with half securing new 
jobs with two Community Interest Companies - Future Directions and Possibilities.

Through joint work with the borough’s Children’s Centres, 80 predominantly lone parents, 
looking to return to work have received training and qualifications in skills such as first aid 
leading to further learning related to their job aspirations.

Employment:

The latest out of work benefit claimant data shows a reduction in the borough across all age 
groups. The borough is now equal 6th of the 10 Greater Manchester districts for the percentage 
of the working age population claiming out of work benefits.

Rochdale Council are part of the Shop Direct Task Force set up by the GM Mayor to support the 
00 borough residents facing redundancy when the company relocates to the East Midlands in 
2020. Staff from Employment Links have supported the council’s Facilities Management Service 
at a Jobs Information day at the Town Hall. Local residents interested in the varied roles will be 
helped to apply and develop their skills which are required by the service. 

The Council’s Employment Links team continue to be one of the country’s top providers of 
employment support and have recently had several contracts extended and successfully 
maintained their Matrix accreditation which is the required quality standard for providing 
information, advice and guidance.

Councillor John Blundell
Portfolio Holder for Regeneration

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council 
about these or any other matter relating to the Regeneration, Business and Skills Portfolio


